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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-453
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel
Date of Introduction: June 23, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: June 25, 2015
Type of Action: Appropriation; request for 1-cycle emergency passage
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $325,000 from the General Counsel’s Office retained earnings account to pay for expert witness fees and other litigation costs in connection with the case of United States v. City of Jacksonville, a suit filed by the U.S. Department of Justice alleging unfair hiring practices in the Fire and Rescue Department. One cycle emergency approval is requested.
Background Information: The lawsuit was filed by the Justice Department in 2012 alleging a “pattern or practice of employment discrimination against African-Americans” in Fire and Rescue Department hiring based on the use of written tests for promotion to the ranks of Lieutenant, Captain, Engineer and District Chief. The Title VII case alleges that the examinations negatively and disproportionately impact African-American candidates in two ways – that African-American candidates pass the promotional tests at substantially lower rates than Caucasian candidates, and that those African-Americans who do pass the test are rarely selected for promotion because promotions are primarily based on the test scores and African-Americans candidates score significantly lower on the tests than Caucasian candidates. 

The federal court recently dismissed a City motion for summary judgment and set the case for trial, with a deadline of September 1, 2015 for the City to furnish expert witness reports to the court and a deadline of October 5, 2015 for the City to have its witnesses deposed. This bill appropriates funds from the OGC’s retained earnings account to pay for expert witnesses, depositions, and other trial preparation costs.
Policy Impact Area: Legal expenses
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $325,000 from the General Counsel’s Office retained earnings account.
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